
Backpacking Trip #2 
On March 12-14, sixteen people from 3 different clubs joined the 
backpacking trip and hiked two miles into the woods at Indian Creek Camp.  
All completed their backpacking honor.  Pastor Nelson Silva joined them on 
Sabbath as their speaker.  Thank you to David, Jose & Becky for helping to 
plan this weekend and provide this opportunity for the Pathfinders and staff.  
See page 5 for a more complete summary of their trip. 
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TUBING AT PERFECT NORTH 
Taylor Mill Torches went to 
Perfect North to go tubing in 
February.  This was a great 
time to be together outside. 

VALENTINE 
OUTREACH IN WHITE HOUSE 
The White House youth visited Clearview 
Apartments near their church and gave  out 
Valentine balloons, candy and greetings. They 
had prayer with residents that would allow 
them to. They knocked on every door in the 
Clearview Apartments and were received 
warmly. One resident noted the isolation 
had been very tough on her. Another said 
this was her only visit for the month. This 
property joins the church property.  

CANNON COUNTY CHRISTIANS 
PATHFINDER SABBATH & MORE 
The Cannon County Christians had a great 
February! They had an 
awesome Pathfinder 
Sabbath where the club 
activities were 
highlighted and the new 
leadership team of 
Jason Johnson as 
Director and Amanda 
Hagar as Deputy 
Director was introduced 
to the church.  

Also, the Award-winning 
Chef Becki began the Cake 
Decorating Honor. For their 
next meeting, they will go 
to Becki’s Culinary Arts 
kitchen at her high school 
and continue the honor. 
especially during the holidays. 
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NOTE FROM DR. NELSON SILVA
First Responders and the Grammy Awards

As I was researching the Covid vaccine availability for my parents, I came across groups of people who are eligible, either 
because of age or the phase in which the State is at. Interestingly, phase 1a1, along with at-risk individuals, includes first 
responders. Those individuals risking their lives to save others. Since Covid-19 started, our society has looked up, 
deservedly so, to nurses, medical doctors, and others who come in contact with this highly infective and mortal virus to 
alleviate other people’s pain. On the other hand, on Sunday, March 14, talented musicians received awards for their 
performances and compositions, some of which were artistic expressions of social injustice. 

That thought got me thinking about our pastors, church leaders, and youth ministry teams. On February 27 and 28, during 
the first KYTN virtual 7UP, and this past weekend, March 13, during a backpacking honor class at ICC, I came in contact 
with several Pathfinder directors, who, in spite of the multiple obstacles facing this world (pandemic and its effects, 
polarized opinions on Covid-19, zoom fatigue, shortage of funds, etc), have found ways to stay connected with their clubs, 
keep a positive attitude and participate in events. If there is a first responders award for church leaders, I’m nominating 
you–the Youth Ministry Team! Writing a song and getting a Grammy Award is commendable, but being on the front lines of 
ministry is humbling and sacrificial–expect no award on live TV. However, you have shown us the meaning of Philippians 
4:13 and Colossians 3:17. Christ is the only one who gives you strength when things are going well and not so well–you 
are serving these young people with thanksgiving as unto the Lord! I am encouraged by your faithfulness and pray for 
you. May the Lord continue strengthening you as a leader at home, at work and at church. May the Lord allow you to 
finish strong this Pathfinder year!



PBE NEWS!!! 
Four clubs participated 
in our first ever 
Conference-wide virtual 
Pathfinder Bible 
Experience.  Huge 
thank you to Michal 
King, Brent Cordis and 
many more for making this happen.  Louisville 
First Lightbearers, Highland Warriors, Smyrna 
Emmanuel and Manchester Mustangs 
participated.  They studied Hebrews, James, 1st 
and 2nd Peter.  Congratulations to all of the 
teams and good luck to Manchester as they 
represent our conference at the Virtual Union 
event on March 27. 

Club Status By District: 

NEW AREA COORDINATOR 
FOR LOUISVILLE AREA 
We are happy to announce that Yulien (aka 
Julio or Tito) Marin Claxton has accepted the 
invitation to be the area coordinator for the 
Louisville area.  He is a man of many names 
that wears many hats.  He has been very 
involved with Pathfinders and has a passion for 
youth ministry.  That could have something to 
do with his own family.  He and his wife 
Dayana Perez are the proud parents of Sherlyn 
(11) and Keilyn (9).  We are so thankful to have 
him join the KYTN team.   
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TORI’S STORY 
In 2012, the Lexington Seventh-day 
Adventist church went on a mission trip to 
India. One of the members that went on 
that trip was Carol, and she worked with the 
kids programming while the adult meetings 
were being held in the church. The Lord 
richly blessed those meetings with nearly 
40 adults and 8 blessed children being 
baptized and added to the church shortly 
after while many more made decisions to 
continue to study. But little did Carol know 
that her life would be forever changed, all 
because of answering the call to 
evangeliving! 
 
One of the number one goals of a mission 
trip is the change not in the people one is 
ministering to, but the change in one’s self. 
Carol took the tools (Truth for Youth), the 
skills, and most of all, the passion for 
sharing Jesus. On her own, when she 
returned, she started going to low-income 
apartments, and held evangelistic outreach 
meetings for the kids in these buildings 
using what she had learned. One of those 
kids who attended the meetings was Tori.
Carol built a relationship with Tori and 
started bringing her to church. When she 
first started coming to church, she would sit 
in the back pew after the service and ask 
Pastor Kyser some off-the-wall questions. 
But she kept coming, and Carol kept 
showering her with the love of Jesus. 
 
On the evening of May 6th, 2019, Tori 
showed up on Carol’s doorstep with a 
social worker asking if she could stay with 
her. This was just before COVID, and soon 
after, the church “left the building” and went 
online. Tori started coming to every online 
meeting. In the spring, the Richmond SDA 
church was a part of It Is Written’s online 

“Hope Awakens” meetings. Carol and Tori 
were very faithful in watching these series. 
During the meetings, Tori made her 
decision for baptism. Over the next few 
months, she continued to study with Carol 
and even joined the Pathfinder Bible 
Experience team in Manchester. She 
excelled in it, and to date their team is 
heading to the Union event!

In February, Tori was baptized into the 
Richmond SDA Church and in an interview 
with her about why she joined the church, 
she simply said, “Because they truly believe 
what they teach, and they truly love me.” 
Carol not only supported her the whole way 
but was rebaptized herself with Tori!
The power of God’s word coupled with the 
power of a loving congregation, and 
funneled through a member that is 
evangeliving, can change the world, one 
person at a time. 

Virtual Curriculum 
We are excited to announce that at our last One 
Team meetings, a resource was introduced that 
will change your world!  We have permission to 
use materials where students can upload all of 
their curriculum materials into a slide show 
showing how they have completed each 
requirement of their Friend, Companion, etc.  If 
you are interested in more information, let Kim 
know, she will share the info with you! 
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More on the Backpacking 
Trip 
“This is how an adventure begins.” I told the 
Pathfinders as they donned their heavy backpacks. 
It was raining heavily and we were about to start 
hiking. Oh and it was also 2 hours after dark. Little 
did I realize how right I would be.

Our group of 13 started down the trail into the night. 
As I looked back, my light reflected off faces that 
looked back at me with a mixture of anticipation and 
appreciation. Someone wondered aloud if they 
should have signed up for this trip. I tried to 
encourage the group by reminding them Jesus is 
with us even in the storm.

We hiked for almost an hour. The rain let up some. 
But then the trail steepened. We stopped every 10 
to 15 minutes to let the slower hikers catch up and 
to check the map. Yep, still on the right path. As we 
rounded a sharp corner the trail leveled. Then a 
short way later, a giant tree loomed large as a 
castle gate. It blocked our trail thoroughly.

To the right, a steep precipice cascaded away. To 
the left, a steep bank blocked our way around. 
Several Pathfinders tried to blaze a way through the 
tangled branches with little success. Finally, one 
found a way through, up the steep bank to the left. 
We had to climb the steep bank carefully to avoid 
slipping in the mud while clasping branches and 
trees for support. However, as soon as we cleared 
the first tree, we came upon another tree even 
larger and had to again seek for way under or 
around. We managed to find a spot where we could 
duck or crawl under the thick trunk of the fallen tree.

As our group continued down the path, we ran into 
five or six more fallen trees blocking our path, 
around which we had to navigate. We paused 
occasionally to catch our breath or drink some 
water and wait for the slower members of our 
group. One such pause was at the crest of a hill 
atop the bowl in the back 40 of ICC. Here, about 
half our group waited and waited, but saw no sign 
of the second half of our group. Although we 
maintained radio communication, they somehow 
missed our split in the trail and continued down the 
wrong path. It was nearly 20 minutes before we 
realized that half of our group was now lost.

When hiking in the dark and rain, this is the worst 
case scenario. It is the kind of error that happens 
when the leader of the first group does not wait at 
the trail fork for his entire group to catch up. 
Thankfully, the second half of the group was led by 
an Army veteran with years of trail navigation 
experience. They were able to find their way back 
to the correct path with further crisis averted. The 
leader of the the trip relearned a valuable lesson.

Onward we pressed through the intermittent rain. 
Downhill and up again. At long last we rounded the 
last corner. Up the steepest hill we had yet climbed, 
we pressed. It required every bit of effort to finish 
that 2 mile trail. We had finally arrived to our 
campsite at 10:30 pm. We painstakingly set up our 
tents and turned into our sleeping bags wet and 
sore but grateful for the chance to be in God’s 
creation.

The next morning, we awoke to the sound of a 
downpour on our tents. Thankfully we had the 
sense to bring tarps under which we made 
breakfast. Following breakfast we were blessed 
with the disappearance of the rain. To our pleasure, 
it remained gone all day. Next, our speaker arrived 
in the form of pastor Nelson Silva. He came in just 
for the day. He led our group in ice breaker 
activities and spiritual games. Then he spoke to us 
while we sat in God’s original sanctuary.

Following lunch we had the chance to learn many 
important backpacking skills including first aid, low 
impact fire building, and map and compass skills. 
We also learned the 7 Principles of Leave No Trace 
which would enable us to minimize our impact on 
the land. After much learning we took a pleasant 
hike to the lakeside led by our only TLT Andrew 
Mercado. After nightfall, we enjoyed our dinner and 
s’mores around the fire. We couldn’t have asked for 
a better Sabbath.

Sunday morning, we packed up, shaking out as 
much water as possible before stuffing everything 
in our backpacks. We retraced our path towards the 
main ICC campus this time in full daylight. We had 
the privilege of seeing camp and the lake from the 
top of the bowl. We arrived back to civilization sorer 
but wiser. We truly did have an adventure. There is 
nothing as profound as a wilderness journey to 
remind you of how many small blessings God 
provides on a daily basis.

By David F. Garner
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Virtual Pathfinder Fair 
As you have probably already heard, in-person 
Campmeeting has been canceled this year and 
as a result, our in-person Pathfinder Fair has 
also been canceled.  But as said by some of our 
TLTs, “something would be better than 
nothing.”  So we are planning something.  We 
are looking at May 16.  The planning committee 
is actually meeting tonight to start the process, 
so more information will be coming soon! 

Virtual Youth Campmeeting 
We would also like to get the word out that we 
will be holding a virtual children/youth camp 
meeting at the same time as the adult 
programming at the end of May.  We regret that 
we can’t be together, but hope that the online 
option will be a blessing for the children/youth.  
More information to come on this as well. 

Virtual 7-UP 
The Virtual 7-Up was such a success!  
Pathfinders who participated enjoyed virtual 
mingling with games including Guess the Bible 
story through emojis, Family Feud, Kahoot! and 
more.  They were challenged by great speakers 
who challenged them to be strong through 
Uncharted Territory.  And then they joined 
break out sessions teaching honors such as 
LEGO, Physics, Orienteering, Card Making, 
Scrapbooking and Social Media.  A huge thank 
you to all who helped make this event happen. 
This picture to the right was during our Brady 
brunch greeting on the first night.  It was so 
great to worship together virtually. 

TLT Meetings 
Did you know that TLTs have been meeting at 4 
pm CST every last Saturday of the month?  
Chris Galvis reports that “usually our TLT 
meetings start with some time to mingle among 
each other, with icebreakers or games like 
‘Never I Have Ever’ or ‘More about Me and 
M&M’s’ that are fun and engaging.  They also 
have time for activities, crafts, experiments and 
even had a Movie Night! 

If you have TLTs that would like to participate, 
please contact Aylin by inputting your 
information at kytnpathfinders.org/tlt.  They 
would love to have your TLTs at their next Zoom 
meeting. 

The next meeting is this Sabbath at 4 pm:
Here is the zoom link if you would like to join.
https://southernunion.zoom.us/j/99244811143?
pwd=T2trQUxIK1hPSk56K2U2VzduazRJUT09

Uncharted Territory
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